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Prelude  

Greetings and Land Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge Treaty 7 territory; the ancestral and 
traditional territory of the Blackfoot Confederacy, and 
Metis Nation 3. We acknowledge the many First Nations, 
Metis and Inuit whose footsteps have marked these lands 
for generations. We are grateful for the traditional 
Knowledge Keepers and Elders who are still with us today 
and those who have gone before us. We recognize the land 
as an act of reconciliation and gratitude to those whose 
territory we work, play, and worship on.  

Lighting the Christ Candle  

The light of the Christ candle reminds us that God is fully 
and completely with us now, throughout this day, and 
throughout our Lenten journey. Thanks be.  

Announcements, Celebrations  

Call to Worship  

Welcome to this time of worship! 
God’s goodness and mercy have followed us day by day. 
Welcome to this time of worship! 
Christ’s light shines before us, showing us the way. 
Welcome to this time of worship!  
Let us join our hearts in prayer and praise.  

Lenten Candle Lighting  

We gather this day and we see the light of Christ burning in 
our midst. We pray for renewed vision as we journey 
through Lent with open hearts and minds. (4 candles are 
lit) 
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The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has 
never put it out, not even in the season of Lent. 

Gathering song:  MV 84  In You There is a Refuge      

Prayer of approach  

Loving God, you are like a shepherd to us: caring about us, 
present beside us, nourishing and restoring our lives. God 
of hope, you are like light to us: bringing new 
understanding, challenging our prejudice, inviting our 
worship. As we worship this morning, may we be filled with 
your spirit, and inspired to serve you each day. Amen.   

Kidz and God:   a conversation about World Water Day    

Minute for Mission 

Religion in the service of Humanity 

The entanglement of religion and politics in the Middle 
East often divides communities and leads to conflict, 
particularly among young people. “We all agreed that it is 
important to focus on universal values and ethics, reject 
extremism, and make the necessary efforts to develop 
practical formulas for fruitful cooperation,” says Rima 
Bayan Sleem, a 33-year-old judicial assistant from Chouf, 
Lebanon. 

"We all agreed that it is important to focus on universal 
values and ethics, reject extremism, and make the 
necessary efforts to develop practical formulas for fruitful 
cooperation." 

Thanks to your Mission & Service gifts, Rima and 36 other 
young adults gathered in Beirut, Lebanon, for the World 
Student Christian Federation-Middle East Region (WSCF-
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ME) 2021. They participated in an Interfaith Dialogue 
program that develops leaders skilled in preventing 
violence and fostering peace between communities. 

WSCF-ME’s role is to be a mediator of peace and 
understanding amid all the overwhelming regional issues 
that include sectarian strife. “The Interfaith Dialogue 
program’s importance lies in the fact that it brings together 
youth from different religious backgrounds…to engage in a 
constructive peace-facilitating dialogue,” says Mira 
Neaimeh, Regional Executive for WSCF-ME. “I personally 
believe that change is done in small steps, starting from 
our regional gatherings that sow seeds of peace to be 
reaped in the future.” 

"The Interfaith Dialogue program’s importance lies in the 
fact that it brings together youth from different religious 
backgrounds…to engage in a constructive peace-facilitating 
dialogue." 

Your Mission & Service gifts help leaders in the Middle East 
and across the world collaborate and promote peaceful 
dialogue. 

Scripture Reading:  John 9:1–41 

Jesus Heals a Man Born Blind 

9 As Jesus was walking along, he saw a man who had been 
born blind. 2 His disciples asked him, “Teacher, whose sin 
caused him to be born blind? Was it his own or his parents' 
sin?” 

3 Jesus answered, “His blindness has nothing to do with his 
sins or his parents' sins. He is blind so that God's power 
might be seen at work in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must 
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do the work of him who sent me; night is coming when no 
one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light for 
the world.” 

6 After he said this, Jesus spat on the ground and made 
some mud with the spittle; he rubbed the mud on the 
man's eyes 7 and told him, “Go and wash your face in the 
Pool of Siloam.” (This name means “Sent.”) So the man 
went, washed his face, and came back seeing. 

8 His neighbors, then, and the people who had seen him 
begging before this, asked, “Isn't this the man who used to 
sit and beg?” 

9 Some said, “He is the one,” but others said, “No he isn't; 
he just looks like him.” 

So the man himself said, “I am the man.” 

10 “How is it that you can now see?” they asked him. 

11 He answered, “The man called Jesus made some mud, 
rubbed it on my eyes, and told me to go to Siloam and 
wash my face. So I went, and as soon as I washed, I could 
see.” 

12 “Where is he?” they asked. 

“I don't know,” he answered. 

The Pharisees Investigate the Healing 

13 Then they took to the Pharisees the man who had been 
blind. 14 The day that Jesus made the mud and cured him of 
his blindness was a Sabbath. 15 The Pharisees, then, asked 
the man again how he had received his sight. He told them, 
“He put some mud on my eyes; I washed my face, and now 
I can see.” 
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16 Some of the Pharisees said, “The man who did this 
cannot be from God, for he does not obey the Sabbath 
law.” 

Others, however, said, “How could a man who is a sinner 
perform such miracles as these?” And there was a division 
among them. 

17 So the Pharisees asked the man once more, “You say he 
cured you of your blindness—well, what do you say about 
him?” 

“He is a prophet,” the man answered. 

18 The Jewish authorities, however, were not willing to 
believe that he had been blind and could now see, until 
they called his parents 19 and asked them, “Is this your son? 
You say that he was born blind; how is it, then, that he can 
now see?” 

20 His parents answered, “We know that he is our son, and 
we know that he was born blind. 21 But we do not know 
how it is that he is now able to see, nor do we know who 
cured him of his blindness. Ask him; he is old enough, and 
he can answer for himself!” 22 His parents said this because 
they were afraid of the Jewish authorities, who had already 
agreed that anyone who said he believed that Jesus was 
the Messiah would be expelled from the synagogue. 23 That 
is why his parents said, “He is old enough; ask him!” 

24 A second time they called back the man who had been 
born blind, and said to him, “Promise before God that you 
will tell the truth! We know that this man who cured you is 
a sinner.” 
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25 “I do not know if he is a sinner or not,” the man replied. 
“One thing I do know: I was blind, and now I see.” 

26 “What did he do to you?” they asked. “How did he cure 
you of your blindness?” 

27 “I have already told you,” he answered, “and you would 
not listen. Why do you want to hear it again? Maybe you, 
too, would like to be his disciples?” 

28 They insulted him and said, “You are that fellow's 
disciple; but we are Moses' disciples. 29 We know that God 
spoke to Moses; as for that fellow, however, we do not 
even know where he comes from!” 

30 The man answered, “What a strange thing that is! You do 
not know where he comes from, but he cured me of my 
blindness! 31 We know that God does not listen to sinners; 
he does listen to people who respect him and do what he 
wants them to do. 32 Since the beginning of the world 
nobody has ever heard of anyone giving sight to a person 
born blind. 33 Unless this man came from God, he would 
not be able to do a thing.” 

34 They answered, “You were born and brought up in sin—
and you are trying to teach us?” And they expelled him 
from the synagogue. 

Spiritual Blindness 

35 When Jesus heard what had happened, he found the 
man and asked him, “Do you believe in the Son of Man?” 

36 The man answered, “Tell me who he is, sir, so that I can 
believe in him!” 
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37 Jesus said to him, “You have already seen him, and he is 
the one who is talking with you now.” 

38 “I believe, Lord!” the man said, and knelt down before 
Jesus. 

39 Jesus said, “I came to this world to judge, so that the 
blind should see and those who see should become blind.” 

40 Some Pharisees who were there with him heard him say 
this and asked him, “Surely you don't mean that we are 
blind, too?” 

41 Jesus answered, “If you were blind, then you would not 
be guilty; but since you claim that you can see, this means 
that you are still guilty.” 

Hymn:-VU  74   The Lord’s My Shepherd            

Reflection   

Where to start. This is such a long passage, with so many 
nuances in meaning, right from the very first verse, with 
the question of who sinned - the man born blind or his 
parents. In ancient Hebrew times, any sort of illness or 
disability was believed to be the result of sin. Because this 
man was blind from birth, the disciples questioned 
whether perhaps it is because his parents sinned, or 
whether it was the man himself who had done so.  

Jesus dismissed both possibilities, making it clear that the 
man’s blindness was not the result of sin, but that this was 
an opportunity for God’s work to be revealed through this 
man. Jesus then offered that healing act – mixing saliva 
with dirt, making mud. Saliva was considered unclean, just 
as it is now. It was also, in ancient times, believed by some 
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to have magical healing powers. Saliva has the same root 
as the word salve. You put salve on a wound to help it heal. 
We kiss a child’s hurt, our lips, our saliva, may not 
physically heal that hurt, but the love behind that kiss does 
work wonders.   

One commentary I read on this passage – The Salt 
Commentary – found online, 
(https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-

blog/2020/3/17/now-i-see-salts-lectionary-commentary-for-lent-4)  

also reminded me that Jesus’ making of what was 
essentially a mud poultice goes back to Genesis 2 and the 
story of how humanity was created from dust and water. 

Back to today’s gospel. Jesus, after putting this poultice on 
the man’s eyes, sent him to the pool of Siolam to wash. 
We’re told right in the passage that Siolam means ‘sent.’ Is 
there some underlying meaning to that? What was this 
man being sent to do, or to be?  

Get all that arguing about who sinned and who didn’t, who 
healed the man and how, out of the way. The man 
becomes a disciple. He was given the gift of healing, of 
having his eyes opened. He came to a point of belief in 
who Jesus was. And in his believing, Jesus sent him, or 
commissioned him, to discipleship.  

In the midst of this story there’s the debate on whether 
Jesus himself had sinned by healing someone on the 
Sabbath. The religious authorities question how a law 
breaking sinner like Jesus could be from God.  

Long story short…the Pharisees are the willfully blind ones 
in this story – blind to understanding who Jesus was; blind 

https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2020/3/17/now-i-see-salts-lectionary-commentary-for-lent-4
https://www.saltproject.org/progressive-christian-blog/2020/3/17/now-i-see-salts-lectionary-commentary-for-lent-4
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to being open to the healing that he offered to all who 
were hurting, or oppressed; blind to justice. They were so 
concerned with losing their own positions of power that 
they refused to see who Jesus really was.    

An aside that I must add – take note of how the author of 
John’s gospel refers to “the Jews.” In verse 18, we read 
that “the Jews” did not believe that the man had been 
blind, and that the man’s parents, when questioned about 
their son and his new found sight, were afraid of “the 
Jews.” This was because “the Jews” had declared that 
anyone confessing Jesus to be the Messiah would be put 
out of the synagogue.  

To be put out essentially meant to be outcast from 
community. The man’s parents were afraid of that, and so 
they declared that their adult son could speak for himself.  

The writer of this gospel took a perspective that has 
contributed to so much anti-Jewish sentiment that still 
exists in our world today, with that use of those words “the 
Jews.” When you read this passage, and others in John’s 
gospel that do that, take out those words. In their place, 
use ‘the Pharisees’ or ‘the religious authorities’. Use of the 
term ‘the Jews’ perpetuates a negative, destructive view of 
a whole people. Jesus himself was a Jew.  

Those religious authorities, unable to see for themselves, 
blind to who Jesus was, deaf to the experience of this man 
who has been healed, turn him out of the community, out 
of the synagogue, for his insistence that Jesus was indeed 
from God; and probably for his willingness to accept Jesus’ 
amazing gift on the Sabbath day. So for his belief, the man 
was outcast. In a society that was so tribal, so 
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interdependent, to be cast out would have been 
devastating.  

Yet who does Jesus then seek out, but this man whom the 
authorities have cast away. Who does Jesus recognize as 
the one who could see, and who does he name as those 
who could see yet were blind?  

Blindness becomes a metaphor for an inability to see the 
light that is Jesus, a refusal to listen to the message of hope 
for those who are despairing, and justice for those who 
have been marginalized and oppressed.  

A willingness to learn to see in new ways, to clear the 
blindness of injustice, having one’s eyes opened to new 
truths, is the point of this gospel story. The good news, the 
gospel, is that Jesus sees the man born blind, offers him a 
gift of healing, and shows him, and the whole community 
that he is valued as a follower, a disciple, a friend.   

This passage is, after all, the inspiration for the long loved 
hymn “Amazing Grace.” I once was lost, but now am found, 
was blind but now I see.  

Those are the words of John Henry Newton, once a ship 
master’s son, then a ship worker, then a slave himself, then 
a shipmaster slave trader. While sailing from Africa to 
Europe, his ship encountered a terrible storm, and he – at 
the time an atheist – prayed to God for deliverance from 
the storm. His ship landed safely ashore, and led to the 
beginnings of his journey to faith, and to becoming an 
abolitionist. He later became an Anglican priest, and wrote 
this great hymn, inspired by that deliverance from the 
storm.  
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So you can see it, a man whose work once oppressed 
others, came to be transformed by faith.  

Where does this story fit in our lives? How does our faith 
draw us into being able to see the light of justice and hope 
for others? I was looking for an example of that, and there 
is so very close to home the situation in Calgary, where a 
by-law has been passed to restrict protests to no closer 
than 100 metres from recreation facilities and libraries. 
This action arose out of protests against several different 
activities and events connected to the LGBTQ2+ 
community. A similar set of circumstances has occurred 
recently in Nelson, B.C. as well.  

Our faith teaches us that all are welcome in the realm of 
God’s love. All means all. Jesus showed preferential option 
to those the rest of his society had cast out, or pushed to 
the margins. We are called to follow in his way. We are 
called to love, to care, to cherish all of God’s family.  

May we be challenged to really see those on the edges of 
our communities. May our eyes be open to injustice and 
oppression, and may we be agents of healing and hope, 
wherever we can. May we be the light of Christ in our own 
corner of the world. Amen.      

Hymn:  MV 82   Bathe Me in Your Light  

Offering         

Offertory:  VU 540  Grant Us God the Grace    

Prayer of Dedication   

God of compassion, we offer these gifts and the talents of 
this community to the service of all our people within our 
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neighbourhood and beyond, throughout our nation and 
our world. Bless our gifts we pray, that they may bring 
peace and hope. Amen.    

Special Music: “A Time for All Things” - IUC Choir 

Prayers of the People  

O God, we pray that your love light will shine in the 
shadowed places of our world. We pray for the courage to 
base our actions on honour and truth, and the value of 
human dignity.  

We pray that our eyes may be cleared of blindness that 
judges others, or belittles another, or oppresses anyone. 
We pray that all people will know love and compassion, as 
shown to us by Jesus.  

We give thanks for those in our communities whose faith 
calls them into action for justice and hope, especially for 
those that are on the margins.  

We lift in pray our concerns for the wider world, and all 
that creates division and conflict. We pray for those in 
countries at war, that peace may prevail. We pray for the 
places in our world struggling with the effects of natural 
disasters, and we think of the ongoing crisis resulting from 
the earthquakes in Turkey and Syria.  

For this community, we hold in prayer for all who are 
undergoing treatments, or awaiting test results, and give 
thanks for those who work within the medical system. We 
lift in prayer those on our prayer list… 

And we pause for a moment of silence to lift in prayer 
those concerns and celebrations not named aloud…. 
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O Creator, be with us, as we leave this place of worship, to 
serve you in the community. We draw our voices together, 
singing the words Jesus taught his disciples to pray. Amen. 

The Lord’s Prayer:  VU 959   

Closing Hymn:  VU 375 Spirit of Gentleness    

Words of Departure  

The Spirit sends us out into the world to love and serve. Go 
with the faith that you are held in grace and surrounded by 
love. Amen. 

Sung Blessing:  VU 964  Go Now in Peace 

Postlude 

 

Annoucements 
Arrogant Worms Concert 

Last night was a wonderful evening of music and laugther. 
Thank you to the volunteers who fed the musicians, took 
tickets, sold merchandise and made people feel welcome.  

 
Lenten Reflection Group 

Join us after worship each Sunday, upstairs in the parlour, to 
explore a variety of spiritual practices. Bring a lunch or snack if 
you wish.   
March 19 - Silent Meditation 
March 26 - NO SESSION, Tammy on study leave 
April 2 - Walking as a Spiritual Practice  
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Sunday, March 26, 2023 

following the service 

This meeting is to receive the report of 
the Innisfail United Church Search 
Team, to consider its recommendation to 
extend a call, and approve the terms of 

the call.   

 

Broadview Magazine  
It is time to renew our group subscription for Broadview.  
Please let the office know if you are continuing to get the 
subscription for another year to this worthwhile magazine. 
 

Would you like to join the group subscription?  Please let 
the office know. Cost is $25.00/year.  Payment can be 
made by dropping of a cheque or cash during office hours 
or by etransfer to innucc@innisfailuc.org indicating in the 
memo Broadview.  Contact the office at 403-227-3881 with 
any questions. 
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