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Prelude  

Greetings and Land Acknowledgement 

We acknowledge that we live, work, worship, and play on 
the traditional lands of Treaty 7 and Metis Nation Region 3. 
As we worship together, we honour the history of these 
lands and the people who have stewarded them over the 
years. May we live our lives striving to be people of 
reconciliation. 

Lighting the Christ Candle  

We light the Christ candle knowing that it represents the 
light of life, the light of Christ, which sparks us into a place 
of grace. May this light inspire us as we worship.  

Announcements, Celebrations  

Call to Worship  

When life wears you down, come and find refuge in God’s 
grace.  
Together in worship, this is where we find our home.  
When the morning sun is reflected off the snow, and the 
skies are like a gift of joy, we are invited to notice God’s 
presence.  
Together in worship, we are being made new.  
Come, find refuge, find hope. Experience the Spirit naming 
you Beloved. 
Together in worship, let our souls sing praise.   

Gathering Song:  MV 115  Behold, Behold       

Prayer of Approach  

Holy One, we have so many questions but we don’t always 
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pause to listen to your still small voice or your invitation to 
follow. Help us to recognize your call to serve and to 
understand your affirmation of our gifts. Call us again to 
seek your face and follow the Christ. We are listening now, 
and we trust that you are listening to us. For this we are 
grateful. Amen.  

Hymn: VU 597  Simon, Simon, a Fisherman   (vs. 1, 2, & 5)   

Kidz and God    A conversation about fishing     

Minute for Mission 

Dignity is on the Menu (selected by Kathie Murphy, Annual 
Giving) 
 

Many of us sit down to good home-cooked meals and can 
afford to go out for dinner from time to time. We’re able 
to prepare elaborate dinners at Thanksgiving and 
Christmas. Our daily experience doesn’t include standing in 
line, tray in hand, for every single meal. 
That’s why the special dinners like Café Cinq-Zéro-Sept 
hosts are so important. Centre 507 is an Ottawa-based 
Mission & Service partner. Several times a year, the adult 
drop-in centre sets up a small room for a special fine-dining 
meal with gourmet food, decorations, and candlelight. For 
just $2, participants have their choice of meal 
accompanied by full service and great company. 
“We realized that people in our community struggling with 
poverty had to wait in line a long time for a meal. When 
they were served, they weren’t given any choice and felt 
pressured to leave so that the next person could be served. 
That’s why we started Café Cinq-Zéro-Sept,” says Richard 
LeBlanc, Centre 507’s Executive Director. “We saw a real 
change in how people felt about themselves after 
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experiencing this kind of a meal. We wanted this dining 
experience to become the norm rather than the 
exception.” 
While COVID-19 has been challenging, it has also helped 
the drop-in take a step toward achieving their goal. “One 
of the great things that happened when COVID hit was that 
we had to start a system where everyone sat down and 
was served,” says LeBlanc. 
Centre 507 now serves 25 people at sit-down meals and 
provides 150 people with meals to go each day. The café 
has incorporated a training program where participants 
learn to be servers, too. “We are taking the next step 
toward achieving our goal. We aren’t going back to line-
ups after the pandemic,” vows LeBlanc. 
Thank you for giving generously through Mission & Service. 
Your support helps create a world where everyone has 
enough food, served with dignity. 

Scripture Reading 

Matthew 4: 12-23 
Jesus Begins His Work in Galilee 
12 When Jesus heard that John had been put in prison, he 
went away to Galilee. 13 He did not stay in Nazareth, but 
went to live in Capernaum, a town by Lake Galilee, in the 
territory of Zebulun and Naphtali. 14 This was done to 
make come true what the prophet Isaiah had said, 
15 “Land of Zebulun and land of Naphtali, 
    on the road to the sea, on the other side of the Jordan, 
    Galilee, land of the Gentiles! 
16 The people who live in darkness 
    will see a great light. 
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On those who live in the dark land of death 
    the light will shine.” 
17 From that time Jesus began to preach his message: 
“Turn away from your sins, because the Kingdom of 
heaven is near!” 
Jesus Calls Four Fishermen 
18 As Jesus walked along the shore of Lake Galilee, he saw 
two brothers who were fishermen, Simon (called Peter) 
and his brother Andrew, catching fish in the lake with a 
net. 19 Jesus said to them, “Come with me, and I will teach 
you to catch people.” 20 At once they left their nets and 
went with him. 
21 He went on and saw two other brothers, James and 
John, the sons of Zebedee. They were in their boat with 
their father Zebedee, getting their nets ready. Jesus called 
them, 22 and at once they left the boat and their father, 
and went with him. 
Jesus Teaches, Preaches, and Heals 
23 Jesus went all over Galilee, teaching in the synagogues, 
preaching the Good News about the Kingdom, and healing 
people who had all kinds of disease and sickness. 

Hymn: VU 562  Jesus Calls Us  (vs. 1, 3, & 5)   

Reflection     

I’ve said this before, but each time these readings come 
round in the lectionary cycle, I wonder if it’s some happy 
coincidence that they are about calling people into 
discipleship during the time of year when churches are 
setting budgets, making plans for the year, asking for 
people to step up and serve on committees and boards, 
setting mission and ministry goals?  
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Did the lectionary scholars plan it that way, or is it indeed 
just a coincidence…one that we preachers get to exploit, to 
help inspire and encourage stewardship and discipleship?  

I’m going to focus on the gospel reading today, but I don’t 
think it’s a coincidence that it is paired with the Isaiah read. 
Sometimes you kind of wonder why certain readings are 
paired with others, as there seems to be no logical 
connection, however this one does indeed make sense.  

The Isaiah reading – with the image of light, is not only a 
reading for Christmas, but it speaks to Epiphany and the 
coming of the light as well.   

Why the image of light? The setting for the Isaiah reading is 
during dark times, shadow times, when Israel has been 
under the oppression of a strong empire. Historians debate 
whether the timing is such that it was the Assyrian Empire 
or the Babylonian Empire, but either way, the times were 
dark, Israel and her people were under siege. The light 
becomes an image for the hope that will come with a new 
King.  

So you can see why the writer of Matthew’s gospel quotes 
from this passage, as he tells the story of the beginnings of 
Jesus’ ministry. Here was this man proclaiming a new 
realm, a new hope for a people who had also been held 
under a repressive regime, under Roman control. John had 
been arrested, silenced by Herod, and so the gospel writer 
places Jesus in the locale written of by the earlier prophets, 
in Capernaum by the sea.  

In so doing, the author of Matthew is lifting Jesus up as the 
long awaited Messiah, the one whose coming was foretold 
in those earlier prophetic writings. The writer is giving the 
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people hope for this man they know as Jesus, and for the 
coming of a new kingdom. It will be a realm with guiding 
principles of peace and justice.  

One aspect of the new realm is that the people of Israel 
will be part of building it. They will be actively involved in 
the new way because Jesus is not a solo act.  He calls upon 
members of the community to walk with him, to follow 
and learn from him. He calls them to be fishers of people 
alongside him. Jesus was not about being the sage on the 
stage, or the one to hold all the power. His ministry was 
about sharing the wisdom and sharing the power. He was 
about empowering others to lead and teach, preach and 
love.  

Jesus asks these fishermen to leave behind their nets and 
follow him. He asks them to leave their livelihood behind, 
and to be a part of the journey. Let’s also not forget that 
along the way, women were invited to join the journey, 
too. And children. All were welcome, all were loved, all 
were called to share their love.  

Jesus didn’t call upon wise scribes, or priests, Pharisees, or 
wealthy landowners. He called upon ordinary people, who 
were busy doing ordinary things, as they provided for their 
families and their communities.  

In today’s story, it was a pair of brothers whom Jesus asked 
to leave their father. If their father didn’t have other 
children, likely would need to hire another person to help 
him with the fishing, or seek support from the wider 
community to carry on with his work.  

Jesus was inviting these fishers into a new vocation – one 
of fishing for people. Being a disciple, a follower of Jesus, 
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was a call worthy of leaving behind the work they were 
was used to doing. Perhaps that was because the wider 
community saw those who were called as part of the hope, 
part of the vision of the new community, the new realm of 
justice and peace.  

We don’t see the struggle those first disciples must have 
had in responding to that call to follow. Imagine, though, 
what that must have been like. Chances are, those first 
disciples Jesus invited on the journey had never travelled 
far from home; yet they were being asked to leave that 
security to follow him. The question was, what were they 
being asked to get into? God only knew, and those 
disciples could only imagine.  

They were called to leave behind their nets. Now, 
remember too, that these people were living under an 
oppressive regime, John the Baptist had been arrested, and 
there would have been great fear of those oppressors. 
Jesus was offering those fishers an invitation to be a part of 
transformative change. He was offering them hope for a 
new tomorrow. Perhaps that helped them move forward, 
and take the risk of leaving the known behind, to venture 
forth with Jesus.  

What about us? What are we being called to leave behind, 
to set aside…in order to continue to build that new realm 
here, in our time? For we know there is still building that 
needs to be done. We live in a world where much is 
broken, where too many live in fear of war, too many 
struggle to access safe shelter and sustainable food 
sources, too many live in deep poverty, while a very few 
hold and control far too much of the world’s riches. Those 
early disciples were being asked to take a leap of faith, to 
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follow Jesus.  

Do we hear the same call? Are we ready to take a leap of 
faith?   

Through our faith, through our understanding of the 
mission of Jesus, God is still calling us, in a way not much 
different than what Jesus was asking those disciples.  

What are we being call to leave behind? I think we’re 
called to leave behind power that abuses some, and 
benefits a few. We’re called to leave behind aggression and 
violence that causes people to fear for their safety. We’re 
called to leave behind exploitation of the lands and oceans, 
and the air we breathe.  

We’re called to leave behind attitudes of competition, 
attitudes of might is right, and survival of the fittest and 
the strongest. And maybe too, we’re called to leave behind 
our fear, our hesitations to stand up for what is right, to 
speak out against those whose actions are less than just.  

How do we, as Christians, find the courage to do what God 
calls us to do - especially when we’re asked to let go of 
things that are safe, or things that we’re accustomed to 
having, or doing?  

I think we start with prayer. And trust. And seeking support 
of community. And then, we invite others to join us in the 
mission.  

There are signs that we are on the path, examples of 
discipleship around us. One example is how we live out our 
baptismal vows, and offer care and nurture for the children 
who come our way. I am especially grateful for Janelle’s 
discipleship. Another is with those who share their gift of 
music. And I am grateful for all the musical gifts of this 
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community, and how graciously they are shared.   

There are those that are our catering team – that feed 
body and soul at church related events, often times 
following celebrations of life. Creating that atmosphere of 
warm hospitality is a spiritual gift shared by disciples who 
have said yes to the call.  

There are also Prayer Shawl makers, who create gifts of 
love and compassion with hands and heart, as they knit 
love and prayers into into those shawls. That’s just one 
example of the pastoral ministries that flow from here.   

In my months here I have seen a depth of connection, 
round the table at board and committee meetings that 
goes far beyond addressing the tasks of the group and 
moves into care for one another.  

And then there are all of you who find nourishment here in 
worship, and take that energy and compassion out from 
here to serve in the community, in all kinds of volunteer 
capacities, at the library, and schools, hospitals and lodges, 
and in your places of work, and with your families.  

Those are just some of the ways that Jesus’ call is being 
responded to that I know of. We, like the fishers in the 
gospel story, are just ordinary people, called to ministry 
and mission, as we follow Christ, and live by his example. 
May his Spirit give us the courage we need to walk journey 
forth in faith!  

Hymn:  VU 567 Will You Come and Follow Me  

Offering  

Offertory:  VU 541  Praise God From Whom All Blessings 
Flow 
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Prayer of Dedication  

We are blessed with more than we ever need or can use. 
As we offer our gifts to you, remind us that learning 
generosity is part of our call to follow the One who 
models your gracious nature in every word, every 
gesture, every day. Bless what we offer. Amen.  

Prayers of the People   

The Lord’s Prayer 

Closing Hymn:  MV 161  I Have Called You By Your Name s 

Words of Departure  

Go now to follow the love of God, to be surprised by God’s 
wonder to lift your voice for love and compassion. Feel 
God’s encouragement to be a blessing as you offer 
blessings with your heart and hands and know that you 
never, ever go alone. Amen. 

Sung Blessing:  MV 173  Put Peace Into Each Other’s Hands  
(vs. 1& 5)  

Postlude 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

IT’S THAT TIME AGAIN! 

Are you on the Board? Are you the chair of a 
committee? Did you head up a group for an 
event?  Thank you to those who have already 

turned in their report.  Please have your annual report 
submissions into the office by January 31st. You can submit 
them by email to innucc@innisfailuc.org or by dropping it 
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off during office hours. 
 


 

Board Meeting 
Tuesday, January 24, 2023 @ 7:00 pm 

in the narthex. 
 



SCRAPBOOKING RETREAT 
Friday, February 3rd/23 

11:00 am - 8:00 pm 
Saturday February 4th/23 

9:00 am - 8:00 pm 
 

Friday March 24th/23 
11:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Saturday, March 25th/23 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

 

Friday, April 28th/23 
11:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Saturday April 29th/23 
9:00 am - 8:00 pm 

Bev Flinn (403 391-9251) will be in attendance with 
scrapbooking product. Call in advance to confirm your 
needs. 

 

No Food Will Be Provided (i.e. bring your own food & 
masks) 

 

Suggested Cost:  $25/day 
 

Register at the church office 403-227-3881 
Tues, Wed, or Thurs. 9 am – noon  or email 
innucc@gmail.com 

 

Queries?    Sheila Mielke 403- 350-9934  
                  or the church office 403-227-3881 

mailto:innucc@gmail.com
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Tickets available today before and after 
church 

 

 


