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Prelude  

Candle Lighting  

Land Acknowledgement   

As we gather today, let us pause to remember that in this 
region we live and work and worship on the lands of Treaty 7 
and Metis Nation 3.   
May we live with respect on this land, and live in peace and 
friendship with its people.  

Gathering song: M V8 And on This Path  

Greetings, announcements, celebrations  

Call to Worship  

We come here from the world whose siren song tells us 
that we do not have enough – we do not buy enough – we 
are not enough.  
Here we re-learn God’s wisdom – that we have enough if 
we share; that security cannot be found in the 
marketplace; that we are always enough.  
Centre us once again, Holy God. Ground us in your love. 
Grow us toward your sense of abundance: abundant 
listening active love fullest life. 
In the presence of the faithful, let us proclaim God’s 
name.  
Let us worship God together.  

Hymn: VU 376 Spirit of the Living God 

Prayer of Approach  

Living God, open our hearts to the real treasures in life: 
may we seek the love that lasts, the song that echoes, and 
the life everlasting. Open our hearts to the Christ, the Spirit 
of life, and to you, the Creator of all – the Eternal One. We 
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pray this as followers of the way. Amen. 

Kidz and God  

Minute for Mission  

Gifts with Vision at work in the Ukraine 

During peaceful times Kharkiv has a population of 1.5 
million people—larger than Calgary and just a bit smaller 
than Montreal. But since the Russian invasion in February, 
half of those people have fled the city for safer places. 
Those who are still in Kharkiv are the people who can’t 
leave: because they have nowhere to go, because they’re 
unable to travel, or because they’re taking care of others 
who must stay. 

Grocery stores in Kharkiv are closed, public transit has 
stopped running, there is no electricity or running water, 
and many roads and buildings are unsafe. Although the 
daily Russian air raids have ended there are still 
intermittent rocket attacks and people still spend time in 
shelters. Add to this the fact that most people who are still 
there live in poverty or are disabled, and it’s clear that 
those who are left in Kharkiv are the ones least able to 
survive without help. 

ACT Alliance member Hungarian Interchurch Aid has 
recently been able to bring relief shipments to volunteers 
in Kharkiv, like Sergei Babin. Babin and his team are 
providing those who are unable to leave the city with food 
and other items they need. 

“We are grateful for any kind of help, as the people of 
Kharkiv have been suffering from this serious humanitarian 
crisis for many weeks now,” he says. 
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Providing emergency food and hygiene kits(opens in a new 
tab) is one way your generous support of Mission & Service 
partners is helping support Ukrainian refugees. 
Thank you for your compassion. 

Scripture Reading Luke 12: 13-21   

13Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my 
brother to divide the family inheritance with me.” 14But he 
said to him, “Friend, who set me to be a judge or arbitrator 
over you?” 15And he said to them, “Take care! Be on your 
guard against all kinds of greed; for one’s life does not 
consist in the abundance of possessions.” 16Then he told 
them a parable: “The land of a rich man produced 
abundantly. 17And he thought to himself, ‘What should I 
do, for I have no place to store my crops?’18Then he said, ‘I 
will do this: I will pull down my barns and build larger ones, 
and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will 
say to my soul, ‘Soul, you have ample goods laid up for 
many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.’ 20But God said to 
him, ‘You fool! This very night your life is being demanded 
of you. And the things you have prepared, whose will they 
be?’ 21So it is with those who store up treasures for 
themselves but are not rich toward God.” 
not rich in God's sight.” 

Hymn: MV 147 God Help Us to Treasure 

Reflection 

Remember that song, “If I Had a Million Dollars/”?  If I had 
a million dollars …I’d buy you a house. If I had a million 
dollars…I’d buy you a K car…very reliable automobile…If I 
had a million dollars… 

https://giftswithvision.ca/collections/gifts/products/support-refugees-from-ukraine
https://giftswithvision.ca/collections/gifts/products/support-refugees-from-ukraine
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It’s a song written and made famous by the Canadian 
group the Bare Naked Ladies, a song they first created on a 
bus, with a bunch of music camp kids.  

How many of us have fantasized about winning a lottery, 
and what we would do with all that money? Pay off the 
house; buy a new car; maybe houses for the kids…or 
maybe not…maybe just the down payment for them…after 
all they need to learn the value of a dollar…maybe gift 
some to charity, maybe to the church…of course you’d 
keep enough in the bank to give you security for the 
future. How often do we calculate how we would allot all 
of our wealth, when we win the big one - IF we win the big 
one?   

We’ve all had the dream, I know I have. My problem is I 
never buy the tickets!  

Today’s gospel story reminds me of that kind of pie in the 
sky dreaming about wealth. But it also often gets 
misinterpreted as a guilt trip for some who are fortunate 
enough, or hard working enough, or some combination of 
fortune and hard work…to be wealthy.  

I really don’t think this story presents itself in the gospels 
because Jesus had some plan to rid his community of 
wealthy people, or create guilt trips among his more well-
heeled followers.  

I think those who were really already his followers would 
have adopted the simple kind of life Jesus expected and 
practised himself already.    

No guilt tripping - that certainly isn’t the point of the story. 
I don’t believe Jesus was one who condemned the wealthy 
– but I DO believe he was about trying to teach people 
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about sharing out of their abundance with those who were 
more on the margins economically and socially.  

I think of that saying… “Live simply, so that others may 
simply live.” It kind of sums up the essence of this story, 
doesn’t it? It was Mahatma Ghandi that said that. He was 
certainly one who lived his convictions, who walked the 
talk. He struggled to alleviate poverty, liberate women and 
put an end to caste discrimination, with the ultimate 
objective being self-rule for India. Even years after his 
death, his legacy of seeking justice through civil 
disobedience lives on.  

Another thing Ghandi said was "Earth provides enough to 
satisfy every man's need, but not every man's greed." 

And that too, captures the essence of our gospel story, 
today. We begin with someone asking Jesus to settle an 
argument between two brothers arguing over their 
inheritance. And as follows the pattern of how Jesus helps 
problem solve - he responds to the question with another 
question – somewhat of a rhetorical one. Then Jesus takes 
that request for a judgement on an inheritance and uses it 
to introduce a parable – one about greed verses being rich 
toward God.  

The rich farmer in this story started out with advantages in 
a society where only a tiny percentage of people actually 
owned land. After an incredibly abundant harvest, he had 
to tear down his barns and build new ones to hold the 
huge bounty.   

This parable that Jesus offers might have reminded his 
audience of the Genesis story of Joseph, who built new 
barns to hold the abundant harvests during Egypt's "fat" 
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years in preparation for the "lean" years. But Joseph wasn't 
motivated by greed, he was planning ahead for the 
eventuality of a time of shortfall. He was practising wise 
stewardship, and ensuring that in thin times, there would 
be a reserve of harvest to accommodate the needs of the 
whole community.  

Meanwhile, the rich fool in Jesus’ story - he thought only of 
himself.  

It’s all about having enough for himself, such that he can 
relax and eat, drink and be merry. (I often wonder if the 
creators of the old Dairy Queen slogan realized they were 
quoting scripture).  

The rich farmer never speaks in this parable, about there 
being enough for his household; his family or his labourers. 
No, it’s all about him.  

He is concerned that his barns aren’t big enough to hold 
that great harvest of grain, the source of his wealth. He has 
not just an abundance, but an overabundance. Yet rather 
than share out of that abundance, he builds bigger barns, 
big enough to allow this farmer to sit back and take it easy.  

Yet, what about those who don’t own land? What about 
those who are widowed; or poor. What about those who 
actually worked the land for the farmer?  

Where will they find enough to sustain them throughout 
the year? Does not this rich man feel any responsibility or 
compassion toward his neighbours, his labourers? 

There are several places in the old testament that speak to 
leaving grain or olives in the fields for the poor, the 
fatherless, the widows to glean and have access to food 
sources, or leavings that they could sell for a small income.  
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The whole concept of a large harvest in ancient times was 
to share it with the poor. Any notion of the storing of a 
harvest was in order to give it to the poor when needed; 
both in the immediate by leaving some on the fields to be 
gleaned, and in those inevitable lean years. Storing was not 
a selfish act for the compassionate steward. It was an act 
of compassion.   

As I said earlier, I don’t think this story is intended to be 
about creating guilt for storing up for the future. Even in 
Jesus’ day, people would have been concerned about their 
welfare as they aged. And in our own day and age – setting 
aside what we need for retirement, ensuring a secure 
future is important. I am constantly reminding my young 
adult children about the reality that CPP will not be for 
them what it will be for me; that they must start now in 
terms of setting aside funds for their future.  

But I have also taught my children the importance of caring 
for others; of sharing from their excess when they are able. 
And that’s not always about money. Sometimes it’s about 
sharing one’s time and talent – giving with one’s own being 
– volunteering, helping out a neighbour in need.  

There’s another aspect to the rich farmer’s behaviour 
that’s missing in this gospel story. There is no indication of 
any sort of thanksgiving to God for the abundance of his 
harvest. Where is the man’s relationship with God? Does 
he recognize the source of his fortune? Does he not see 
that the gift of life, all life, his own, and that of the life that 
grows forth in his grain…is gifted from God? Does he not 
believe that as gift from God, he is the steward of the 
abundance he has been blessed with, and that to hoard his 
wealth for himself alone is to deny the call to be a just and 
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thankful steward of God’s gifts?  

The wealthy farmer has let his greed get in the way of his 
relationship with his God. Instead of sharing out of his 
abundance, in joyful thanksgiving, he greedily hoards his 
wealth, for selfish gain. Not only would he be in broken 
relationship with God, but with those neighbours who 
might be in need.   

It is not that God doesn’t want us to “eat, drink, and be 
merry” and enjoy what God has given us. We know from 
the Gospels that Jesus spent time eating and drinking with 
people and enjoying life. But he was also clear about the 
source of his trust and security, his hope. 

It is all about priorities, and about who truly is God in our 
lives. It is about how we invest ourselves and the gifts that 
God has given us. We could be ‘me’ focused, caring only 
about our own wants and desires, or we could be focused 
on God’s call to compassion, to care, to love our neighbor. 
We could be focused on God’s desire for us to live from a 
place of gratitude for the abundance that we have been 
blessed with. A huge part of living in gratitude is to 
carefully and compassionately steward the gifts we have 
received.  

May God grant us the wisdom to discern the path of 
faithful stewardship, compassion, and love. Amen.  

Hymn: VU 227 For the Fruit of All Creation  

Offering  

Offertory: MV 191 What Can I Do 

Prayer of Dedication 

As we are able, we have offered gifts in this place and on 
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these plates. May our offerings flow through this 
community and into the world. May they help to build 
your realm of enough for all. Amen.  

Prayers of the People  

O God, you know our hearts’ joys and sorrows even before 
words form in our minds to describe them. You are wholly 
present with us through the hard things; you weep with us 
in our grief; you dance with us in our delights. We lift 
prayers to you, and with one another, that in our speaking, 
we might hear those concerns, those griefs, and those 
delights in new ways, ways that help us to understand one 
another and reach out to each other in tenderness and 
respect; and to understand ourselves more clearly.  
Teach us, as we pray. Open us, as we pray. We pray for our 
children and our families. We pray for the situations in our 
lives which cause us to worry.  
We pray for the leaders of our world. We pray for the 
mysteries we cannot answer, the puzzles we cannot 
decipher: the relationships that failed, the plans that fell 
through, the dreams that faded. 
We pray for all the unknowns that lead us to ask whether 
we will have enough, or be enough for challenges to come.  
We lift up the prayers of this community…. 
 

Finally, gracious God, we rest ourselves in you. We trust 
you, God, that you are with us all ways. In your great grace 
and love, we rest. For the gift of that home in your heart, 
we thank you and we praise you.  
In gratitude, we join our voices, singing the words Jesus 
taught us… 

The Lord’s Prayer VU 959  
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Closing Hymn: MV 145 Draw the Circle Wide   

Words of Departure 

May we leave this sanctuary challenged by God’s word and 
inspired by the Spirit to lead as well as follow in the way of 
Christ.   
Let us go in peace. Amen. 

Sung Blessing: MV 221 I am Walking a Path of Peace (2x) 

Postlude 

 


