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Land Acknowledgement 

"I’d like to acknowledge that we are on Treaty 7 territory, 
the traditional territories of the Blackfoot Nations, 
including Siksika, Piikani), and Kainai, the Tsuut’ina and 
Stoney Nakoda First Nations. We acknowledge all the 
many First Nations, Métis, and Inuit whose footsteps have 
marked these lands for centuries." 

Meditation of Hope:  Elizabeth’s Greeting by Ron 
Klusmeier inspired by the poetry of Walter Farquharson 

Gathering Song: O Little Town of Bethlehem (verse 3)  

Greetings, Announcements, Celebrations  

Call to Worship 

We are people of a promise – God’s promise.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel.  
From ancient times, God has promised to be with us.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Even though we know Emmanuel has come, in this  
Season of Advent we experience the waiting all over again.  
O come, O come, Emmanuel. 
Together, we wait for God’s reign of righteousness,  
justice, and peace.  
We wait for Emmanuel – God with us.  
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.  

Song of Praise: “O Come O Come Emmanuel” VU #1  

Opening Prayer 

Loving God, we come to you as a people mired in despair. 
We know we live in a time when people seem to be bent 
on division and pointing fingers. We know we live in a time 
when people seem to dwell only on the bad news and how 
awful things have gotten and not on good news. This day 
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O God is a new beginning. A season of optimism. A season 
when we look forward to that which is to come. Bless us 
now during this time of worship so that we might catch 
the spirit of hope which comes to us this season. May we 
hear its message once more. Amen. 

Lighting of the First Candle of Hope 

For the signs in the sun and the moon and the stars,  
we light this candle. 
For seeds planted in hope and prayers prayed in earnest,  
we light this candle. 
For doubt and confusion, 
we light this candle. 
For these days of wandering and wondering,  
we light this candle.  
For all that we didn’t know we were waiting for,  
we light this candle.  
The candle is lit.  

Candle Lighting Song: Hope is a Star VU #7 verse 1  

Children’s Time:- Janelle Carey  

Story Book: God’s Love is a Warm Cookie 

Our Hope Christmas Box 

Prayer of Confession 

Sometimes, we look around at all that you have entrusted 
to us, and we feel uneasy, O God. On land and water, high 
and low, where your creatures once teemed and filled the 
air with cries of joy, we now hear eerie silence.  
Forgive us for not being signs of new hope, O God.  
Non-native species invade and mar our native landscapes, 
a sea of hungry faces, hour upon hour of television full of 
activity yet somehow empty of content.  
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Forgive us for not being signs of new hope, O God.  
Likewise, when we look within, we are often uneasy, 
aware of our failure to love each other, and your creation, 
and ourselves.  
Forgive us for not being signs of new hope, O God. 
Transform our hearts and set us on pathways of justice 
and righteousness, that we might turn and be servants of 
healing for our world.  

Words of Assurance 

Despite all we have done, God has not forsaken us. As 
surely as the bud unfolds and calls forth the spring and the 
harvest, so God transforms our lives anew. We are 
forgiven. Rejoice and serve God with gladness.  

Minute for Mission 

Hope comes in a syringe 
For many of us these days, hope comes in a syringe. And 
Giving Tuesday on November 30―just around the corner 
from Hope Sunday―is a good time to share it. The COVID-
19 crisis won’t end for anyone until it ends for everyone. 
And in some parts of the world, no end is in sight. 
Our Mission & Service partner ACT Alliance reports that 
out of all the vaccines administered around the world, less 
than 2 percent reached Africa and less than 7 percent 
reached South America. Many countries in the Global 
South and East won’t even be able to start a vaccine 
program until 2022. If this continues, these countries 
won’t reach vaccination goals until 2024…if ever. 
Your gifts through Mission & Service continue to 
contribute food and relief items to those in need during 
the COVID-19 pandemic, enabling the distribution of 
personal protective equipment, and supporting programs 
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to prevent and control the spread of the disease. Through 
the United Church’s Gifts with Vision, we are offering an 
opportunity to give the ultimate gift―the gift of life. For 
just $25, you can save a life by providing a full vaccination 
to someone in the world who needs one. 
Together we can make a difference. If you are planning 
to make a special charitable gift this Giving Tuesday, 
please consider offering the gift of full vaccination. And 
thank you for faithfully giving through Mission & Service. 
Your ongoing support truly does help save lives. 

Song of Praise: MV 220 Hope Shines As A Solitary Star   

Scripture Readings 

Psalm 25: 1-10 
1 To you, O Lord, I lift up my soul. 
2 O my God, in you I trust; 
    do not let me be put to shame; 
    do not let my enemies exult over me. 
3 Do not let those who wait for you be put to shame; 
    let them be ashamed who are wantonly treacherous. 
4 Make me to know your ways, O Lord; 
    teach me your paths. 
5 Lead me in your truth, and teach me, 
    for you are the God of my salvation; 
    for you I wait all day long. 
6 Be mindful of your mercy, O Lord, and of your steadfast 
love, 
    for they have been from of old. 
7 Do not remember the sins of my youth or my 
transgressions; 
    according to your steadfast love remember me, 
    for your goodness’ sake, O Lord! 
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8 Good and upright is the Lord; 
    therefore he instructs sinners in the way. 
9 He leads the humble in what is right, 
    and teaches the humble his way. 
10 All the paths of the Lord are steadfast love and 
faithfulness, 
    for those who keep his covenant and his decrees. 
 

Jeremiah 33: 14-16 

The Righteous Branch and the Covenant with David 
14 The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will 
fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and the 
house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will 
cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; and he 
shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In 
those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem will live in 
safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: 
“The Lord is our righteousness.” 

Reflection 

How many of you have ever worked on your family tree? I 
can remember my grandmother did in about 1970. She 
was able to trace her family tree back way back to the late 
17th century. In those days before Ancestry.ca and other 
internet based search engines it was not quite as easy to 
go back and investigate your family tree. So she hired a 
geneaologist to do much of the investigation. He was able 
to draw a beautiful family tree branch on lapis lazuli 
coloured paper that traced my grandmother’s heritage 
back on one side through England and Scotland. It seemed 
one distant cousin, way out on one branch of the family 
tree had been a child of Catherine the Great through one 
of the Czarina’s many dubious affairs. It seemed important 
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for my grandmother to find this. Somehow, no matter how 
distantly, she was connected to royalty. The family was 
Scottish and then English through and through and there 
was no question. That is the story that she left with her 
children. 
 

With my grandmother’s family tree, Catherine the Great 
was the centre of the family tree. She was represented as 
the trunk of the tree. The rest of the family were 
represented as branches off of the tree. Her children were 
big branches of the tree, the next generation were smaller 
branches. My grandmother was a tiny little branch, and 
my mother and her siblings were tiny buds off of that tiny 
branch.  
 

Other family trees, are drawn differently. They place the 
present generation as the main trunk of the family tree. 
Their parents are listed as two planks off of the main 
branch and their parents are smaller branches off that. My 
son Anthony would be a plank facing the other way and 
when he has children, their names would be placed on 
smaller branches above his name. No matter how they are 
drawn, No matter which way the family tree is drawn, 
family trees show that we are linked to that which comes 
before and that which will come after.  
 

As I said before, my grandmother possessed a family tree 
that she used to prove to her children that they were in 
some way related to Catherine the Great. The story is 
partly true. At least I think it is. But that was just half of 
her children’s truth. There was a father’s side of the tree 
which was quite different. Years later, I have been able to 
investigate my family tree on sites such as ancestry, the 
Mormon family library, and others. I spit into a little tube 
and got my DNA results which told me that I don’t dispute 
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that my mother’s mom came from Scotland and England. 
Maybe one was an English soldier who had an affair with a 
Russian Czarina. But that is only part of my story. I know 
my maternal great grandparents were Metis freighters 
working at Fort Walsh. Their families came from Scotland, 
England, the Swampy Cree of Hudson’s Bay and Lakota 
peoples.  
 

I know my paternal grandfather came from Central 
Europe. They were farmers. Their little village alternated 
between being controlled by Austria, Slovakia, and the 
Czech republic. My family spoke German but their cousins 
spoke on one of the other languages of the region. 
I don’t know much about my Dad’s mom side of the 
family. I do know that my grandmother’s family came to 
Ohio in the late 1880’s. My grandmother was born a 
couple of years later. An interesting story, her older sister 
does remember the ship journey from Scotland to the US. 
She was old enough to remember how sea sick she was. 
Yet her birth certificate listed her date of birth as being 
1896 after her sister, my grandmother had started school. 
Despite my searching though, I have yet to find out the 
name of my great grandfather and grandmother and I 
have learned nothing about their stories. 
 

Like most people, learning about my families past, doesn’t 
really change anything. Yes I am the product of my family’s 
traditions. I am here because of their trials and tribulations 
and successes and triumphs. I am sure that my thoughts, 
my world view, and my way of dealing with the world has 
been at least somewhat influenced by their way of acting. 
However, I know that all members of my family tree do 
not act the same. One great, great I don’t know how many 
great’s past was noted in his permanent record in the 
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Hudson’s Bay company for being a man who could work 
well with people of all races. Somewhere closer to me in 
my family tree was remembered for being quite racist. So 
things change in the family tree. 
 

In the same way, I am a man who has in some ways had to 
find my own way. I have had to deal with 20th and 21st 
century realities that would have mystified my ancestors. I 
have take some of the qualities of my parents, adapted 
some, rejected others, to become my own person. I may 
have inherited some of my traits, both positive and 
negative, from the branches of my family tree, but I am my 
own man. 
 

Our gospels also try to tell us about the importance of 
linking up Jesus to his earthly family. In Matthew, Jesus’s 
family tree shows a line from King David to Jesus. For 
Matthew, it was extremely important to show that Jesus 
was the fulfiller of Jewish prophesies. For Luke, there is a 
line right from Adam to Jesus because Jesus is the Saviour 
of all mankind. The two biblical biographies are not the 
same. Jesus’ grand parents have different names and their 
parents are quite different. I don’t think this matters 
though. The important thing to show is that Jesus’ history 
runs through humanities history. Jesus is carrying on the 
traditions of Moses, Noah, Abraham, Jacob, Ruth, Esther, 
Miriam, Deborah and David. Jesus continues on the 
tradition of creation, the flood, the Passover, the Captivity, 
and the Restoration. Jesus is the culmination of all history. 
 

Jesse was the father of King David. The scripture this 
morning tells us that there will be a righteous branch from 
Jesse which will come and bring righteousness and peace 
to the land. The biography in the gospel of Luke tells us 
that this hope is not limited to just the people of Israel but 
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to all people. God’s message of hope, peace, joy and love 
will change our world forever. We are all linked in the 
branches of God’s heavenly family. This is our hope. Amen. 

Hymn: O Day of God Draw Nigh VU 688  

Offering  

Offering Song: MV 182 Grateful Refrain  

Offering Prayer  

God of mercy, of hope, of promise: accept these gifts we 
offer to you, in thanksgiving for all that you have done for 
us. You journey with us wherever we go, and you promise 
to bring us into new days and new ways. We dedicate our 
gifts and our lives to service in Christ’s name. Amen.  

Prayers of the People 

Compassionate One, we look to the stormy sky of political 
unrest – help us to pay attention to the cries for mercy, 
peace, and justice among us.  
In the name of Christ, who was, who is, and who shall be.  
Earth-keeper, we look to the polluted sky of an ailing 
planet – help us to pay attention to the ways we can mend 
and tend your creation.  
In the name of Christ, who was, who is, and who shall be.  
Gentle Healer, we look to the twilight sky of suffering and 
illness – help us to pay attention to the ways we can ease 
the pain of those who suffer.  
In the name of Christ, who was, who is, and who shall be.  
One: Guiding Light, we look to the dawning sky of a new 
day and a new way – help us to live your way of abundant 
promise and blessing.  
In the name of Christ, who was, who is, and who shall be.  
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The Lord’s Prayer VU 959  

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name, 
 your kingdom come, your will be done,  
on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.   
Forgive us our sins,  
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.  
For the Kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours,  
now and forever.  Amen  

Closing Hymn: VU #8 Lo How a Rose e’er Blooming  

Words of Departure 

We give thanks to God, who blesses us with the joy we 
find in each other.  
May God be ever-present to us in the faces of those we 
encounter this day.  
Increase and abound in love for one another. And may 
God strengthen your hearts in holiness.  
Amen.  
Go now in the name of the one who created you, with the 
hope of the one who is to come, and with the 
encouragement of the spirit. May God’s hope be ever 
before us. 

Sung Blessing: MV 214 May God’s Sheltering Wings   
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Announcements 
Annual Teddy Bear 

Campaign 
  

November 28 - December 19 
Donate a teddy bear or stuffie in celebration or remembrance 

of someone special. There are little bears to write on in the 

basket below the tree. All teddy bears and stuffies will be 

removed from the sanctuary December 19th and donated to 

Ronald McDonald House.  

 

Sunday December 12th at 10:30 am   

White Gift Service 
  

During these trying times we have many Innisfail families in 

need.  Please bring an unwrapped gift to the church for this 

service.   

Here are some ideas:  

Ages 18 and under need mitts, socks, toques 

 Craft supplies, puzzles, books 

 Toys for younger children  

           Items for girls 12 and under 

 

The decorations in the church make a 

warm welcome back to in-person 

worship.  We appreciate those who came 

to help.  


