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Musical prelude  

Candle Lighting 

Welcome to Country 

The Chinook Winds Region acknowledges that its churches 
and ministries are on Treaty 4,6, and 7 and on the Metis 
Nation of Alberta Number 3. We give thanks for the First 
Nations people custodianship of the land in the past, 
present and future. 

Greeting  

Call to Worship 

This is the day that God has made.  
We will rejoice and be glad in it.  
Let us worship the One who turns our sorrow into joy.  
Our despair into hope.  
Our doubt into faith.  
Let us feel the wind of the Spirit refresh our lives.  
One: Come, let us worship. 

Gathering Song: MV 122 “This is the Day” (sung twice)  
© 2003 Bruce Harding Reproduced with permission under  One License  #A-716394.  All rights reserved 

 

This is the day that God has made; we will rejoice and be 
glad!   Repeat 
Singing hallelu, singing hallelu, singing hallelu! 
We will rejoice and be glad!    Repeat 

Prayer for Today 

God, our source of light and life, you lead the way to 
courage, kindness, generosity, and love. You call us to be 
your people and to live in community with one another, 
always moving to a place of wholeness. God, your love 
makes us whole. Help us to receive your love with open 



hearts, so that we may become attuned to your will and 
way. We ask that you strengthen us as your people, 
gathered to praise and to serve you. Amen. 

Song of Praise:  VU 223 Eternal Unchanging We Sing   
© 1988 Emmanuel College, Toronto, Canada words by R.B.Y. Scott Reproduced with permission under 

One License #A-716394.  All rights reserved 

 

1 Eternal, Unchanging, we sing to your praise: 
 your mercies are endless, and righteous your ways; 
 your servants proclaim the renown of your name 
 who rules over all and is ever the same. 
 

2 Again we rejoice in the world you have made, 
 your mighty creation in beauty arrayed, 
 we thank you for life, and we praise you for joy, 
 for love and for hope that no power can destroy. 
 

3 We praise you for Jesus, our Master and Lord, 
 the might of his Spirit, the truth of his word, 
 his comfort in sorrow, his patience in pain, 
 the faith sure and steadfast that Jesus shall reign. 

Prayer of Confession 

God of grace, we confess that we have done things we 
should not have done  
and we have left undone things we should have done.  
Forgive us, we pray.  
Loving God, we confess that we have not trusted you with 
our whole hearts,  
and we have not always been faithful witnesses.  
We confess that we are sometimes wrapped up in our 
individual lives,  
with little time for Christian community.  
Have mercy on us, O God.  
Forgive us and strengthen us in your Spirit. Amen. 



Words of Affirmation 

Hear the words of 1 John 1:9: “If we confess our sins, 
God who is faithful and just will forgive our sins and 
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” 
 

Minute for Mission 

Covid 19 impacts vulnerable sex workers 

Your gifts through Mission & Service provide non-
judgmental support and safe spaces. 

“I lived there for nine days, and there were three young 
kids. I think they lived in the cul-de-sac I moved into. They 
kicked in my door. They beat me with a baseball bat. They 
wrote “*** tranny” on my wall. They smashed most of 
what I own,” says Mikayla, a 47-year-old transgender 
woman. “My journey has been difficult. However, today 
those scars are symbols of my strength, not reminders of 
my pain. Those experiences have shaped the woman I have 
become, and are the inspiration for my trans rights 
advocacy and activism efforts.” 

After the brutal assault, Mikayla turned to WISH, a Mission 
& Service partner, for support. Located in Vancouver’s 
Downtown Eastside, WISH’s goal is to improve the health, 
safety, and well-being of women who are involved in 
Vancouver’s street-based sex trade. 

The vast majority of women WISH supports participate in 
the sex industry by choice. But choice is relative. Extreme 
poverty, lack of housing, trauma, mental health issues, 
stigma, violence, and more can limit the ability to choose. 

“Systemic barriers mean that most are resorting to street-
based sex work as a means of survival,” says WISH. 

Everyone has felt the impacts of COVID-19, but vulnerable 



residents of Vancouver's Downtown Eastside are hit 
especially hard. 

“Every sex worker we support has experienced sudden, 
total income loss. More women are turning to street-based 
sex work for the first time. There’s increased violence. The 
closure of safe spaces and public facilities due to COVID-19 
has left hundreds of people without the ability to social-
distance, and without access to basic sanitation,” WISH 
reports. 

To respond to rising needs, the WISHing Well Initiative was 
launched to provide access to basic sanitation, including 
showers. A five-toilet washroom trailer and an outdoor safe 
respite area was added to their backlot. The MAP Van, 
which provides outreach services to street-based sex 
workers, added a day shift. The Drop-In Centre expanded 
its hours. 

“This is the first time in WISH's history that we have been 
able to keep our doors open during the day, something we 
hope we can continue for years to come. You’ve made a 
tremendous difference during these dire times,” WISH 
thanks supporters. 

Your gifts through Mission & Service provide non-
judgmental support and safe spaces. Thank you for caring. 

Kidz N’God “When We are Kind” by Monique Grey Smith 

Song of Praise: VU 232 “Joyful, Joyful, We Adore You”  

1 Joyful, joyful we adore you, 
  God of glory, life and love; 
 hearts unfold like flowers before you, 
  opening to the sun above. 
 Melt the clouds of sin and sadness, 
  drive the gloom of doubt away; 

https://united-church.ca/donate


 giver of immortal gladness, 
  fill us with the light of day. 
 

2 All your works with joy surround you, 
  earth and heaven reflect your rays, 
 stars and angels sing around you, 
  centre of unbroken praise. 
 Field and forest, vale and mountain, 
  flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
 chanting bird and flowing fountain, 
  sound their praise eternally. 
 

3 You are giving and forgiving, 
  ever blessing, ever blest, 
 wellspring of the joy of living, 
  ocean depth of happy rest! 
 Source of grace and fount of blessing, 
  let your light upon us shine; 
 teach us how to love each other, 
  lift us to the joy divine. 
 

4 Mortals join the mighty chorus 
  which the morning stars began; 
 God's own love is reigning o'er us, 
  joining people hand in hand. 
 Ever singing, march we onward, 
  victors in the midst of strife; 
 joyful music leads us sunward 
  in the triumph song of life. 

Scripture John: 17: 6-19 

 “I have made your name known to those whom you gave 
me from the world. They were yours, and you gave them to 
me, and they have kept your word.  Now they know that 
everything you have given me is from you;  for the words 
that you gave to me I have given to them, and they have 



received them and know in truth that I came from you; and 
they have believed that you sent me.  I am asking on their 
behalf; I am not asking on behalf of the world, but on 
behalf of those whom you gave me, because they are 
yours.  All mine are yours, and yours are mine; and I have 
been glorified in them.  And now I am no longer in the 
world, but they are in the world, and I am coming to you. 
Holy Father, protect them in your name that you have 
given me, so that they may be one, as we are one.  While I 
was with them, I protected them in your name that you 
have given me. I guarded them, and not one of them was 
lost except the one destined to be lost, so that the 
scripture might be fulfilled.  But now I am coming to you, 
and I speak these things in the world so that they may have 
my joy made complete in themselves. I have given them 
your word, and the world has hated them because they do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world.  I am not asking you to take them out of the world, 
but I ask you to protect them from the evil one. They do 
not belong to the world, just as I do not belong to the 
world.  Sanctify them in the truth; your word is truth.  As 
you have sent me into the world, so I have sent them into 
the world.  And for their sakes I sanctify myself, so that 
they also may be sanctified in truth 

Reflection 

Unity.   It doesn’t always happen.  And if it does happen, 
well sometimes it disappears before it has the chance to do 
any good.  Whether it’s at a place of work, or a place where 
volunteers gather, or at our churches, or in the 
communities we live in unity can be fleeting and hard to 
come by. 
 



*Story number 1.   At one time I was an elected board 
member of a local foodbank.  I did this because I saw it a 
positive way to help, to be a part of a community effort 
that would help to put food on tables and feed others.  
I served one three year term as a board member basically 
because a friend at work asked me if I was interested in 
helping out.  
I well remember being shown around a warehouse on an  
orientation visit to the foodbank and was amazed at the 
amount of non-perishable foods being made ready for 
delivery to area foodbanks.  
Today I am grateful at the amount of public support of 
foodbanks and that our two congregations are strong 
supporters of their area foodbank. 
But deeply saddened that foodbanks are still necessary.  
 
Actually my term at the Foodbank turned out to be less 
than I had hoped for and left me with quite a bad 
taste.  For while I know that others at the regular monthly 
meetings felt called to their volunteer positions but some 
of the meetings were very unpleasant events where hidden 
agenda and “he said, she said” conversations surfaced. 
Some of this I picked up on at the beginning.  The rest 
became increasingly evident over time.  I never did find out 
where the dis-unity came from, I was not interested.  My 
only interest was to make sure that we lived up to our 
mission of feeding people.  I did know this though: unity, 
or 'oneness', was very often an absent ingredient to our 
meetings. 
 
I kind of shied away from invitations to be a part of non-
church organizations after that three year period.  But I 
raise the point that it is so much different for the Church, 



for God’s people --- those who Jesus speaks of today.  The 
political reality can be much the same, but the 
consequences of such for God's people can be so much 
more profound.  
So I think it felt the same for me when I joined the 
foodbank board because It wasn’t so very different from 
the newest member of many a church council or 
committee.  One who, in their case, wishes to serve the 
Church and community and wants to make a 
difference.  Except they step into a situation where there 
are things going on beneath the surface which they can’t 
begin to understand.  Some of those things are generations 
old and even those participating in them may have trouble 
articulating their source or meaning.   The result, 
unfortunately, is that some of the new volunteers will 
never agree to serve again.  While others will choose to 
leave the congregation altogether.     
No, the unity Jesus speaks of now is sometimes nothing like 
what you and I experience. 
 
 Another story… 
One quiet, sunny afternoon I was packing up at my office 
having made up my mind to skip out early and enjoy the 
sunshine. Then the telephone rang.  So I answered it.   
The person on the line sounded very troubled and asked, 
“could I come in for a chat this afternoon, I live very close.”  
When I said, “yes.”  ‘Ten minutes’, was the answer. The 
person was new to the area and was searching.  
After checking I poured a couple of glasses of juice and we 
sat in the warm sunshine at a picnic table in the church 
garden. 
After a little while, when he felt more comfortable he 
began talking of the congregation he had left before he 



moved. His family had called that church home for years, in 
fact his moving away was the excuse he needed to leave 
the church.    
Evidently the congregation was completely divided on 
some serious issues and every effort that was made over 
the years to heal the rift was unsuccessful.  He was 
determined that his children would be raised in a stable 
church environment and not submitted to the sad banter, 
arguments, and unchristian behaviour of the church of his 
childhood.  
 
I felt this man’s pain and disappointment and was glad that 
I hadn’t skipped out earlier.  He was taking a big risk being 
so open and honest and I felt and heard his depth of faith 
as he contemplated whether or not to join another church. 
 
This individual was willing to risk it one more time --- 
looking for yet one more church home where he might 
glimpse some of what Jesus intends for us in his prayer 
today.  It was a painful decision for him – to join another 
church, or go it alone. And while I am sure it is possible to 
sustain a belief alone, it sure can’t be easy. Because the 
Church at its best is support to us in times of struggle and 
loss and hurt.  The Church at its unified best enables us to 
see where and how God is calling us to live differently in 
the world --- both together and alone.  The Church as ‘one’ 
--- the Church Jesus calls us to be today recognizes the 
differences between us, but calls us still to move forward in 
what binds us together: 
a common love of Jesus Christ and the world God made. 
 
Just look around you, listen to the newscasts and you will 
see examples everywhere of unity in one form or another.  



And I know there are shining examples of 'unity' all through 
every congregation I've served.  I celebrate those, to be 
sure.  Only I grieve still more the energy and hope that is 
lost when this is not so.  I grieve still more when the people 
of God who are sometimes driven away when that 
which divides us is greater than that which makes us one. 
 
Let me share another story.  It’s about my friend Nicholas 
and me. 
Moons ago, more than 25 years in fact I was part of a four 
person internship in Pastoral Care in a large General 
Hospital.  The internship ran from September until June.  
We were four student chaplains and conservative to 
progressive in our Theology. We were, Baptist, Brethren, 
Anglican, United, gay and straight. We were undoubtedly a 
mixed bag of folk, a motley crew. 
 
One of the learning exercises we had was to be paired with 
another student to present our faith and reasons we 
agreed, OR NOT with the other person.  We found out who 
our partner would be and were told that our conversation 
should take place the following morning. I was paired with 
Nicholas who I did not know very well at that point.  
Nicholas and I were totally at opposite ends of the 
theological scale.  Me being on the progressive end and 
Nicholas inhabiting the conservative end. 
I went home that evening and wondered just how the two 
of us would be able to have a worthwhile theological 
conversation.  I spent a lot of time that evening readying 
myself for the conversation, writing questions and adding 
what I thought might be the answers Nicholas would offer.  
‘Largely a futile exercise.’  But through this exercise I 
realized that there were many personal understandings 



that we would    likely never agree on and maybe had no 
need to agree on.  
What I carried into our meeting were not the pages of 
notes I had from the previous evening but instead two 
extra-large cups of coffee, one empty sheet of notepaper, a 
pen, and a verbal invitation for Nicholas that we talk of our 
faith and tell stories of how it had shaped us and just see 
where our belief systems met.  And this we did, and we 
were both surprised! 
 
I believe, and I learned during the meeting with Nicholas 
that it is only as we highlight what we find in the common 
ground between one another that we are able to bridge 
the gap that could divide us.  This does not mean we ignore 
our differences, doing that could lead to a truthless unity. It 
does mean, though, that we speak to those differences 
standing firm in the truths which we hold together. 
 
The learning on that day, in the acknowledgement that God 
is God, taught me that although we might articulate our 
beliefs and understandings of God differently, they should 
not be a gap, or barrier, or chasm or mountain or ocean 
between us. But, instead be a safe and sacred space to 
discuss, and learn, and listen, and laugh and pray together 
– be a link in a celebration of the gifts that are present in 
each of us – be a testament of our mutual love of Jesus 
Christ – be a sign of our willingness to work together to 
discern what our faith is calling us to in the world -  and we 
can do this living with respect in Creation, and in the daily 
acceptance of the certainty that we will not always 
succeed, but we will always be forgiven and given what we 
need to begin again.  Amen. 
  



Unity…so they can be one heart and mind, 
 as we are one heart and mind.  The Message, John 
17: 11 

Song of praise: MV 135 Called by Earth and Sky  
© 2005 Pat Mayberry Reproduced with permission under One License  #A-716394.  All rights reserved. 
 

R Called by earth and sky, 
   promise of hope held high. 
   This is our sacred living trust, 
   treasure of life sanctified, 
   called by earth and sky. 
1 Precious these waters, endless seas, 
   deep ocean’s dream, waters of healing, 
   rivers of rain, the wash of love again.   R 
2 Precious this gift, the air we breathe; 
   wind born and free.  
   Breath of the Spirit, blow through this place,  
   our gathering and our grace.   R 
3 Precious these mountains, ancient sands;  
   vast fragile land.   
   Seeds of our wakening, rooted and  strong, 
   Creation’s faithful song.  r 
4 Precious the fire that lights our way,  
   bright dawning day. 
   Fire of passion, sorrows undone, 
   our faith and justice one.   R 

Prayers for God’s People Everywhere 

God our Creator, we give thanks that we are here together, 
that we live this day. We come with praise, celebration, 
and hope for renewal. We give thanks for believers 
everywhere, for that great cloud of witnesses that have 
gone before us. May your presence be known to each of us 



at the point of our need.  
We lift our hurts, our disappointments, our hopes, and 
our dreams. 
We come seeking guidance for decisions about our 
relationships and vocational choices.  
We come with concerns about our health or the health of 
others. We come in grief about the losses in our lives.  
Hear our prayer, O God.  
Help us sort out the different influences and opportunities 
in our lives as we strive to live for you.  
We pray that we will be numbered among the blessed, that 
we will be among those who are the poor in spirit, those 
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, those who show 
mercy, the pure in heart, and the peacemakers. And today 
we pray for the following in our community who need 
special prayers… 
We know what is required of us, and we pray in faith in 
your power, in hope for your Kin-dom, and in love for one 
another. We continue to pray this as we sing together. 

The Lord’s Prayer VU 959 

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name, 
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven. 
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins, 
As we forgive those who sin against us. 
Save us from the time of trial 
and deliver us from evil: 
for the kingdom the power and the glory are yours, Amen. 

 



Closing Hymn: VU 472 O Jesus Joy of Loving Hearts  

1 O Jesus, joy of loving hearts, 
 the fount of life, the light of all 
 from every bliss that earth imparts 
 we turn, unfilled, to hear your call. 
 

2 Your truth unchanged has ever stood; 
 you plead with all to call on you, 
 to those who seek you, you are good, 
 to those who find you, life is new. 
 

3 We taste your everliving bread, 
 and long to feast upon you still; 
 we drink of you, the fountainhead, 
 our thirsting souls from you we fill. 
 

4 O Jesus, ever with us stay; 
 make all our moments calm and bright; 
 chase the bleak night of sin away; 
 shed o'er the world your holy light.  

Benediction 

Go forth into the world, refreshed by the truth you have 
received from Christ and renewed by the knowledge that 
you belong to God. Go forth as witnesses to the love and 
life of Christ. 
 
 
Thank you, Linda Scarlett from Springbank United Church 
for sharing your music with us today.  
 
A reminder for those who ordered hanging flower baskets. 
Baskets to be picked up at Jungle Farms (Mon. - Sat. 10 am 
– 6pm) until June 5th.  
  


