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The Mission Statement 

 

Innisfail United Church is a welcoming family reaching out and 

sharing in times of joy and sorrow.  We provide a friendly atmosphere 

where people are inspired to come for meaningful worship.  As a 

congregation, we are committed to provide Christian Education for 

all as a basis to serve our global community in faith.  We demonstrate 

to the community through our outreach that we are an alternative that 

gives healing and hope. 
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FROM THE DESK OF THE MINISTER 

The joke in 2015 was that in five years we would have 20/20 vision.  Playing on the term used for 
vision measurement, the inference was that in 2020 we would all be able to see perfectly. The 
thought could not have been more wrong. 

2020 came and it seemed just like any other. The celebrations from around the world looked just like 
they had in other years. People made resolutions and quickly broke them. People had hopes and 
dreams for the New Year just like years previously. 

But 2020 was different. No one expected the pandemic and how it would change our lives. No one 
expected social distancing, mask wearing, hand washing, cohort groups. No one could tell that on 
March 15th we would be having our last in person worship for a long time.  

But we have survived. We have learned how to have Zoom coffees. We have, thanks to the skills of  
our office staff and technical crew, learned how to worship on YouTube. We have tried to reach out in 
new ways but we know people are missing in person worship and longing to get back to normal. We 
all miss the normal ways we did things. However, we have survived. 

I want to thank the congregation for their faithfulness during these difficult times. Candice, Gene, 
Kerrie, Kim, Kevin, Landon, and Kyla who have been our capable tech team getting the worship 
services on line each week- without them, our services would not be possible. To Catherine, Janet, 
Heidi and Karen who have offered music leadership since March. To Joanne and the Pastoral Care 
Team, who gather names for the prayer lists, do the phone calls and continue to reach out to those in 
need. To Marvin, Bob, Russ and crew who have kept our building in good shape. To the Church 
Council who have faithfully guided us during difficult times. To all those who have offered worship 
leadership since March- whenever I ask you have said yes. And to everyone who has given of their 
time serving on committees like the re-launch committee, gardening, or what have you. Also I need to 
thank you for your fantastic financial gifts. Few congregations are as fortunate as we are to have such 
generous folks in our midst. 

What will this next year hold? I am reluctant to predict when we might be back together. But I know 
with the love and generosity that you have shown during these trying times, we will continue to be a 
community of love. 

Blessings, 

Rev. Darren 

 

TRUSTEES 

According to the Manual of the United Church of Canada, the Trustees are responsible for holding all 
congregational property for the congregation as part of the United Church of Canada. The Trustees 
must give the same care and attention to the church property as would any responsible person give 
to their own property (paraphrase of section G.3.4.1 of the Manual of the United Church of Canada 
2019). This involves any major capital expenses, insurance, etc. 

The Trustees met once during the 2020 calendar year. During the year 2020, many congregations 
across Canada found themselves in difficult financial position because of the COVID crisis. Also 
church insurance rates increased an average of about 30% that year. So to that end, the United 
Church insurer offered congregations the opportunity to pay for their insurance monthly without extra 
interest charged to the church. 
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We are very fortunate here at Innisfail United Church. Due to careful financial management and 
generosity of our members past and present, we were not in the same dire financial straits of some 
congregations. However, we were not sure how long the COVID situation would last and the 
opportunity of paying off our insurance in 12 payments rather than one lump sum, meant that we 
could better control our cash flow. Therefore, at our Trustees meeting it was moved, seconded and. 
carried that we would, for this period, pay our insurance monthly rather than in one lump sum. 

Respectfully Submitted, 

The Rev. Darren Liepold 
Chair, Trustees 

BOARD CHAIR 

Greetings, 

Welcome to a new year and a new Christian season. No, the past year did not play out as we hoped 
or expected. We had some great ideas for more community involvement, and perhaps trying new 
ideas in our worship services. And then everything was tossed upside down in March with COVID. 
Don't let the closed doors fool you. We have been very busy over the past year! We are trying new 
ways to function as a church.  

First, I would like to thank everyone for their support for the upgrades to the sound and projection 
systems. The Audio/Visual Committee had a vision that we could share our worship service online 
with other congregations. That vision is real. The ability to share our worship service over the internet 
has made the past year exciting and, at times, challenging. Do you feel a burning desire to contribute 
to our worship service? Write a few prayers? Give us a call. We would love to hear from you.  

As of the end of January, Rev. Darren is still off his feet to recover from bursitis. Our Worship 
Committee is filling these shoes with the talents from our lay leaders. Let's keep Darren in our prayers 
for a thorough recovery.  

Please give a wave or a shout (but not a hug) to our friends with Pastoral Care. They are on the front 
line, helping others with loneliness and isolation.  They replaced in-person visits with phone calls to 
lower the probability of spreading COVID among our most vulnerable community.  These changes 
are important. Our small sacrifices can keep others safe.  

We are not likely to open our doors for in-person worship in the near future (summer).  

This is sad, but it is a necessary sacrifice to help keep others safe. Take a look through history in the 
cattle industry to see how often herds were quarantined to prevent the spread of tuberculosis, hoof 
and mouth, and mad cow. Our farmers knew that isolation was a simple, effective way to deal with 
those diseases, and they were not about to gamble with their livelihood.  Our Re-launch Committee 
has advised that we must not gamble with the safety of our congregation. 

We are supposed to have our Annual General Meeting in March, but that will not happen because we 
are diligent with the limits on social gatherings. There is no reason to risk people’s safety for 



3 
 

parliamentary procedure.  We decided against conducting the AGM on-line because that would 
exclude too many people.  Instead, we are continuing to conduct the business of the church with the 
same Board members and the same committees.  We will have an AGM when it is safe to do so 
(hopefully in the fall) and ratify the election of the Board at that time.  

Blessings, and stay healthy, 

Kevin Dorma 
 

 

 

WORSHIP COMMITTEE 

2020 was a challenging year for worship at Innisfail United Church but with flexibility and technology.  
I believe we made it through with flying colours. 

The year started out fine with Rev. Darren doing the services. In mid March the world closed down 
due to COVID-19. Churches, stores, schools all were shuttered. However, because we have an 
excellent new sound system, we were able to do our services virtual. At first they were recorded and 
then they went live. 

Rev Brian had just started leading worship at Springbank United Church in Calgary and they did not 
have the technology to stream their services, so Rev Darren and Rev Brian teamed up and the 
services became joint. And what a great partnership! 

Worship provided pulpit relief in the summer and as necessary. Rev. Margaret Lange did three 
services and Kevin Dorma has helped with a couple.  

None of this would have been possible without Catherine Wagner/Janet Brown providing socially 
distanced musical accompaniment and the amazing tech team of Gene Thomas, Landon Carey, 
Kevin Dorma, Keri Dorma and Kyla Foster. We cannot thank them enough for making this work every 
week. 

We welcomed Marlene Stevens to our committee in the fall to assist alongside Barb Thomson, Karen 
Trembath, Christina Ekman and Jill Pedersen. It was decided that we needed to reach out to the 
younger members of our congregation so Barb, Marlene and Catherine made Advent activity bags to 
give to each child in our church family. The response from members was heartfelt. 

During the Advent season, recorded readings and special music were integrated into the services 
both from Innisfail and Springbank.  

Thank you to everyone who assisted in any way this year!  

Respectfully submitted, 

Sheila Mielke 
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MUSIC DIRECTORS 

“MAKE A joyful noise to the Lord all you people!” Psalm 100 
 

What a strange year for church musicians and indeed our entire church family!  With 
the arrival of the Covid-19 virus and the subsequent shutting down of church activities 
including active worship services, choirs, bell ringers and church musicians have found 
themselves in a very strange place.   

As Innisfail United Church turned to the world of live streaming to bring worship to the congregation, 
music has been added to our services to enhance the online worship experience.  Thanks to all our 
church musicians who have volunteered their time and talents in these efforts.  And of course a huge 
thank you to the tech team who make the online streaming magic happen!  We all look forward, with 
hopeful hearts, to the day when we can “make a joyful noise to the Lord” together again in person! 

Respectfully submitted, 

Catherine Wagner 

& Karen Trembath 

 

CHURCH SCHOOL ADMINISTRATOR 

It was a short year in our church school!  We started off 2020 with weekly lessons on Sunday morning 
with a small but dedicated crew.  We continued together until March 15th and then we all stayed 
home to stay safe.  Worship moved to online where we all just worshiped from home.  In November, 
some very wonderful ladies from our congregation made Advent kits for each family and they were 
either mailed out or hand delivered.  Each week of Advent, our families got to make a candle for their 
advent wreath, share in some discussion and make an advent banner.  Feedback from families was 
positive and houses were decorated with love from Innisfail United Church.  May we meet again soon 
and safely! 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Janelle Carey 
 

 

 

PASTORAL CARE COMMITTEE 

This has been a very weird year. I haven't done face to face visits with seniors since the middle 
of March. January and February were busy with visits then our holiday was cut in half and everything 
stopped. 

I took it on myself, starting March 23, to send emails to seniors in Rosefield, Sunset and 
Autumn Grove. We were still in self quarantine at the time.   I’m not sure when I branched out 
to include congregation members. All is still going well. I am adding a couple more names every 
month. To date I send emails to 85 individuals.  That includes 10 senior facilities in Innisfail and Red 
Deer and the rest are people in the community. 
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Prayer shawls are still coming in but, we have handed out only 16 shawls in 2020.  If you know of 
anyone in need of a prayer shawl, please let me or the church know.   

We have had no Ladies Night Out since Feb 2020 but we are doing monthly check-ins with our 
regulars and have also added about 25 extra ladies to the call list. I have 3 ladies helping me with 
these phone calls who I am very indebted to. I appreciate your help, Donna, Linda and Pat.   

Our sundae socials and church services at the senior homes in town have been cancelled and it was 
sad to cancel our Red Deer teas.  People have been moved around despite the virus and have 
been sent to other facilities. With some digging I have been able to find them. I only have a problem 
with one facility in Red Deer that shall remain nameless!! They will not call me back! 

Rita kept up with flowers for the sanctuary till winter set in. She purchased 100 roses just before 
Christmas and took them to many people in our senior facilities.  In all, she delivered about 350 
bouquets in 2020.  All my pastoral care members are keeping in touch with people in town and keep 
me informed if there are any concerns. 

My working hours are quite a bit less then last year but only because I cannot do face to face visits. 
2020 gave me 180.25 hours averaging 10.5 hrs monthly since March. I keep busy with the emails and 
prayer chain which has been very active. We have had a few covid19 cases, but no deaths due to the 
virus so far. Thank goodness. 

I think we will be on the same routine for a while yet so bear with me as I bug you with my emails and 
our phone calls. We are not alone and remember to stay safe. If you get lonely, give me a call, or call 
the church, or call Darren. We are here for you. 

Prayers to you all from, 

Joanne McCord and my Pastoral 

Care Committee: Gwen Park, Rita 

Kemp, Donna Bennett, Linda Chase, 

Darlene Brooks and Kathryn Moffat 
  

 

MINISTRY AND PERSONNEL 

Like so many other situations, what this committee is doing and how we are doing it has been 
different. M&P has been involved in the following lately: 

 Assisting with discussions and protocols for Darren’s need for a medical leave – the formal 
application for same through the Restorative Care Program - United Church of Canada is still 
in progress and had not been submitted when last checked.  

 Arrangements have included discussing with Brian Nicholson as to how he might choose to 
cover a portion of what Darren would do, primarily related to worship services. Approach 
agreed on, was for Brian to co-ordinate with worship committee to continue presenting the 
services via streaming/recorded. Brian would cover service planning and presenting a portion. 
Members of the congregations will be “recruited” [Sheila is very persuasive] to assist with 
presenting eg. music, prayers, scripture, childrens’ time.  

 Much of Darren’s usual Pastoral Care activities/visiting have been limited due to Covid.   

 M&P provided suggestions to Finance Committee with budget informationn regarding 
adjustments to Darren’s salary based on United Church Canada’s – remuneration grid.  



6 
 

Suggestions were also made for lay and part time staff wages to remain at current levels for 
the current budget period.  

It has been the practice of M&P to try to meet at least annually with all members of ministerial staff 
and lay/admin support to review their accomplishments and strengths.  These reviews would also 
discuss new goals they’d like to achieve for the coming year. They are also a way to acknowledge the 
importance of their contributions. 

These visits are very overdue.  However, the committee is hoping to reactivate this process in the 
coming weeks.  Many of the staff have continued to diligently carry out their usual duties in spite of 
this “weird season” we find ourselves in. In several situations they have added new and different 
duties.  Their efforts and gifts include such things as the weekly newsletters to seniors and other 
members of the congregation to help them feel connected, or producing our weekly service broadcast 
to name just a few. These activities have helped maintain connections and support our community of 
faith.  We hope to more actively recognize these accomplishments as opportunities allow.   

Respectfully submitted, 
Adele McKechnie on behalf of Ministry 
and Personnel  

Adele, Charles Silk, Craig Nelson 

 

FINANCE COMMITTEE 

The Finance Committee has continued to meet (with masks and distancing) during this 2020 year of 
Covid-19. One of our major 2020 budgeted maintenance items was completed in August, that was 
the outside painting of the CE Hall. Our 2020 budget did not account for Covid-19 so we have lost 
income from rents, catering and fundraising.  In our newsletters we asked members to give to Events 
even though we were not able to have them. It is with great gratitude that so many gave, our Fall 
Supper non-event received $ 2,475.00 and our Silent Auction non-event received $ 1,175.00. Our 
financial year ended in the black in part due to the income received; from the Wage Subsidy of 
$23,395.30; an Estate of $10,323.10 and members giving above their normal amounts.  The Innisfail 
United Church Financial Statements for Year ending December 31, 2020 and the 2021 Budget, are 
attached at the back, please review. If you have questions, contact Carol. 

The year 2021 does not seem like we will get back to some semblance of normal any time soon, so 
we will just continue as is for now. Our thanks goes out to all the people involved in videoing the 
service each Sunday, it has served as a strong connection.  

Our Finance Committee of Carol Howe, Clayton Ross, Dave Munro, Gordon Bradshaw and Marie 
Barber; look forward to the time when we visit face to face; with hugs, oh so many hugs.  

.Respectfully submitted, 

Carol Howe 
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PROPERTY COMMITTEE 

We again did some major work this year.  Our biggest project was painting the outside of the hall by 
Little Bear for $10,673.  We also had Cooper Roofing repair the metal roof because of aging and had 
the trough replaced at a cost of $3076.   

As our congregation is getting on in years it was decided to have TJ’s Lawn Care do the mowing and 
snow removal. 

Everything went very smoothly thanks to my committee and their hard work.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Marvin Latimer 

 

AUDIO/VISUAL REPORT 

Our Audio Visual equipment has enabled us to provide worship services live streamed or recorded for 
the Innisfail and Springbank United Churches during the Covid pandemic.  

We currently have five techs trained, with varying levels of experience, on OBS doing recording and 
live streaming of the services. The bulk of the services are now using live streaming on Sunday 
mornings at 10:30 AM. The live stream starts at or just before 10:30 AM on Sunday.  

We made use of recorded services during December 2020 to allow for a break for the Tech Team 
during the Christmas time period.  

The equipment allowed us to have congregational members participate in services without having to 
be present in the church building during the service.  

Looking to the future we are now able to do live streaming of weddings and funerals if required.  

Covid cancelled or postponed all our concert events except for Michael Mitchel and The Springbank 
Trio. 

Thank you to all who participated and those who watched the services online at our website 
www.innisfailuc.org or subscribed to our YouTube channel at “Innisfail United-Church”. 

Thank you to the Tech Team volunteers (Kevin Dorma, Landon Carey, Kyla Foster and Kerrie 
Dorma) without whose help it would have not been possible to provide the quality and quantity of 
worship services for 2020. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gene Thomas 
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FELLOWSHIP &CATERING 

2020 started out with a delicious breakfast, 28 attended. 
Feb. 2. Souper Sunday:  A variety of soups and cookies were enjoyed by 38 members. 
Feb.23 a light lunch was served following the Covenanting Service for Rev. Darren. 
Mar.1: We celebrated St. Patrick’s Day, serving stew, buns & green desserts with 40 attending. 

We catered for a funeral on Jan. 17/2020. 

Thank you to everyone that has helped in any way with the Fellowship & Catering events.  I 
appreciate all, and sure have missed the Church Family this year.  
Till we can come to some sort of normalcy, stay safe & healthy. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Gloria Werboweski 

 

 

 

 

 

SUNSHINE REPORT 

2020 has certainty been a different year. This year was the first year Rita and I have worked directly 
with Pastoral Care to send out cards and bouquets and it has worked very well. In spite of Covid-19 
Rita delivered over 300 bouquets to Sunset Manor, Country Manor, Autumn Grove, the Hospital and 
homes. 

A total of:- 36 Thinking of You 
19 Get Well 
100 Birthday 

29 Sympathy 

2 Congratulations 

4 New Homes 

3 Anniversaries 

1 Thank You 

94 Easter and 23 Easter Cards to Sunday School Children 
38 Christmas Cards. 
 

The Church this year due to Services being done Virtually sent Christmas Cards to all people on the 
mailing list which greatly reduced the number that I send out. 

The Worship Committee also did Advent Packets for the Sunday School Families. 

This continues to be a job that both Rita and I enjoy and we consider it a privilege to be able to continue 
to do it. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Velma Isaak, Rita Kemp 
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UFO (UNFINISHED OBJECTS) GROUP 

Seven ladies met most Tuesdays from October  2019 until the COVID-19 virus shut us down in March 
2020.  Quilting, embroidery and knitting were the main projects completed - some items for personal 
use, gifts and other items donated to charity.  Lots of visiting and exchanging of ideas occurred.  We 
appreciated the use of the church and the opportunity to use the tables to sandwich our quilts in 
preparation for quilting. 

In August we met in a park and had a socially distanced visit -  an opportunity for a 'meet and greet' 
session. 

We are looking forward to a time when we can reconvene and continue our gatherings. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Barb Thomson 

 

 

 

COMMUNITY KITCHEN 

Seven ladies met monthly from September 2019 to March 2020 when the COVID-19 virus required us 
to cancel our cooking sessions in the United Church  kitchen.   We enjoyed preparing and eating a 
meal on site.  We look forward to a time when we can safely meet again.  

Respectfully submitted 

Barb Thomson 

 
 

ROLL RECORDS 

Statistics for 2020 are as follows: 
       Deaths of Members 2 
       Transfers Out  0 
      Transfers In   0 
     Professions of Faith    0 
     Funerals    8 
        Marriages     0 
       Baptisms      1 
Members/Adherents January 1, 2020 397 
Members/Adherents December 31, 220  395 

Respectfully submitted, 

Marie Bradshaw 
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RECORD OF BAPTISMS, MARRIAGES & DEATHS 

BAPTISMS 
Leveille, Willis Brody        January 5, 2020 

 

DEATHS 
Nixon, Carol Jeanette       January 17,2020 

Farmer, Ian Gerald        January 24, 2020 

Mundie, Andrew “Drew” Earl      February 7, 2020 

Fox, Arthur William        February 3, 2020 

Morris, Lois Eileen        June 24, 2020 

Fox, Catherine “Joyce”       June 26, 2020 

Bennett, Frederick Ernest       August 27, 2020 

Mangan, Phyllis Bernice       October 17, 2020 
 

 

WELCOMING COMMUNITIES 

While our sponsorship of Duaa officially ended Dec 29, 2019, we of course have maintained a 
relationship with our family. In 2020, we witnessed the results of the fruits of our labours with Duaa, 
Hadi and Omar - Duaa has become very independent and self sufficient. We were called on 
occasionally for assistance, but what contact we had was limited given the constraints around Covid. 

We continued with the process of bringing Jomaa to Canada. IRCC requirements for documentation 
were a bit daunting from time to time, however, all were submitted and approved in November and 
then we awaited arrival information. 

Our major project for the year was finalized on December 17, 2020 when Jomaa arrived in Canada. 
He was quarantined for the required 14 days at the Sandman Calgary Airport Hotel and then 
transported to Red Deer to reunite with his family on December 31st. This was a joyous occasion for 
them. 

Jomaa and Duaa informed us that they will be moving to Ottawa in January, where Jomaa has 
secured housing and a job. This is a different beginning to their journey together than we anticipated 
but we wish them the best. 

2021 will see us formalizing the end of our sponsorship with IRCC (more documentation) as well as 
tying up any loose ends and closing down our Welcoming Communities Committee. 

Thank you again to Candice and Innisfail United Church for their invaluable administrative support - it 
is very much appreciated. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Jill Pedersen 
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A Gathering Place for Community 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Meeting Place 
 

Local support agencies

T.O.P.S. 
Tai Chi 
Zumba 

Community Kitchen 
Chatelaine 

Circle Chase Round Dancers 
Innisfail Gratitude Group (AA) 

Beavers      Cubs 
Scouts 

Local, Area & 
Zone Meetings 

Cooking Classes 
Scrapbooking 

 

Sparks     Brownies 
Guides     Pathfinders 

Rangers 



 
 

 



 
 

 



 
 



 
 

  
 


